


Sonata for Trombone and Piano (2004)

Program Notes as written by Mark Hetzler
[Liner notes for “American Voices, Vol Il; Sonatas”. Summit Records DCD 531]

Mark writes:

“Having known Jim since our time together as students in Boston, | have always marveled at
the quality of his compositional technique as well as the creativity and inventive approach he
takes with his craft. His Sonata is composed of three movements, each pitting contrasting
themes and styles against each other, and together growing to form an overall and complete
musical statement.

The first movement starts with a very slow and mysterious, blues-like ballad. The modern
style of his musical voice can be heard immediately in the trombonist’s slippery first
entrance (this piece is not afraid to reach outside of the traditional classical mold). Soon the
opening music builds to an exciting climax and then turns reluctantly, easing back to set up
the Tarantella, a very exciting romp showcasing triple tonguing, arpeggios, scale passages
and a very dramatic inter-play between trombone and piano. The movement’s opening
ballad material resurfaces after the tarantella’s energy is extinguished in a tumultuous
outburst of descending major 7ths (a motive Jim returns to throughout the sonata).

The second movement is quite short, but it packs a wallop with its wild character and robust
swagger. Subtitled “Homage to Prokofiev” (one of Jim’s favorite composers), this movement
relies on very colorful melodies, a hilariously extroverted piano accompaniment and
seemingly ridiculous statements shouted through the trombone.

The sonata keeps building with the final movement, a twisted Rondo form that again looks to
wild energy to keep both players on their toes. The manic energy goes back and forth
between pianist and trombonist for the entire movement, with the exception of a very
surreal interlude conveyed by a dream-like melody in the trombone over a hypnotic and
somewhat impressionistic accompaniment in the piano.

Martha (Mark’s accompanist) and | have played Jim’s Sonata often over the past several
years and, as our interpretation of the piece continues to grow, so does my sense of wonder
and satisfaction with this work.”

©Stephenson Music, Inc. and the composer, 2004. All rights reserved. Duplication by any means is strictly
prohibited. www.stephensonmusic.com

©Cover Photo, Mark S. Cox; www.ettu2studio.com
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More music by Jim for Trombone:

Concerto ‘Braziliano’ for Trombone and Orchestra [2007] 18 minutes (for Nitzan Haroz)
Wind Ensemble version available in 2010.

Sonata for Trombone/Piano [2006] 13 minutes (Commissioned/Recorded by Mark Hetzler)

Scenes from New England for Trombone, Percussion and Piano [2008] 16 minutes
Commissioned/Premiered by David Begnoche

Trombone Quartet (Name TBA) [2010]
Commissioned by the St. Louis Symphony Trombone Quartet
for Bass Trombone:

Road Not Taken - Concerto with Trombone Ensemble [2010] 16 minutes
Commissioned/Premiered by Matthew Guilford & the Washington Trombone Ensemble

Sonata [2010] (Commissioned by Gerry Pagano)

. Many Brass Quintet arrangements and compositions
For more information, please visit www.stephensonmusic.com

James Stephenson, Composer
264 Park Ave. = Lake Forest, IL = 60045
www.stephensonmusic.com
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