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Score

PROGRAM NOTES:

The inspiration is obvious, of course: Haydn's trumpet concerto
is one of the most famous - if not THE most famous -
of all trumpet concertos. As concertos go, it is also one of Haydn's best.
I was worried about doing variations on the theme of his 2nd movement,
as it almost seems blasphemous. On the other hand, why not have a little fun?
It's not like I'm putting anyone's life at stake!

The variations are pretty much in classic cornet-solo form: different meters,
styles, and technical wizardry. For the most part,
the harmonies are somewhat traditional as well, with some modern tonal
twists thrown in for good measure.

I originally did these variations for my 2nd volume of "Day-tudes"
(from April, 2010) - and | knew all along that someday | would be doing more
with it. In addition to this trumpet ensemble version,
there also exists a solo version for trumpet and piano.

I am very happy with the result, and could easily see this being
a rewarding addition to the trumpet repertoire.

Some may choose to do only certain variations as per their level
on the instrument. In any case, | hope these prove to be fun
for performers and listeners!

This trumpet ensemble version was commissioned by
the trumpet ensemble at North Dakota State University (Jeremy Brekke, director),
and Kevin Gebo.

Premiere date: May, 2011.

Many thanks to them for their support in the creation "new" trumpet music!

Jim Stephenson
April 26, 2011

For more information, and to view other available titles, please visit
www.stephensonmusic.com
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