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THE MYSTERIES OF HARRIS BURDICK

ANOTHER PLACE, ANOTHER TIME

In beginning this movement, | simply imagined the exagnt of four young children as
they are about to head out on a great adventure, calomgllay steady winds toward the
unknown. They know something is there, but they aresmicg what. And then, at the first
glimpse of the far away castle, shrouded in fog, the nmsr@diately shifts to that of awe. It is
bold and magical, yet carries a bit of uncertainty.&xhe children regain their courage, the
music jumps right back into excitement as they hustlegalo try to get there as soon as possible.

UNDER THE RUG

This movement starts out with an almost overly sstipltune, reflecting the calm and
easy-going lifestyle of the family before being suddentlgrrupted by a mysterious lump under
the rug. (The cello almost even says “What was thattere is a brief moment of terror, before
it goes away (for 2 weeks), and life is again calm. @irse, per the text, the lump returns again
and begins to move, initiating the chase sequence ddtier trying to get it with the chair.
Everything finally returns to normal after the fatlsepposedly succeeds; or does he?

Document Produced by deskPDF Unregistered :: hitp://mww.docudesk.com


http://www.docudesk.com
Jim
Comment on Text
change to "but"?


THE MYSTERIES OF HARRIS BURDICK

Program Notes (continued):

THE HARP

This is the most straight-forward of the four movements, | think. The opening
represents the mystery of the forest, and the apprehension of the boy’s search for the harp.
Upon its discovery, the tune becomes a very simple one, with the strumming pizzicato in
the accompanying strings symbolizing the harp.

THE THIRD-FLOOR BEDROOM

At the beginning of this movement, | tried to express the birds extricating
themselves from the wallpaper - first, one at a time, and then almost all at once, as a
flock. As they fly away, their calls and chirps fade as they disappear out of sight. The
following Scherzando music then portrays what it must feel like to be a bird in flight. The
rising cello line illustrates the glory of flight, while the running notes in the other strings
depict the constant energy required, all culminating in one big flourish.
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I.ANOTHER PLACE, ANOTHER TIME James M. Stephenson

Allegro, free-spirited (J:m)
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I11. THE HARP
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